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This manual has been produced by the Scottish Pelagic Sustainability Group (SPSG) to 
assist the fleet in operations and procedures in accordance with their sustainable 
policy which supports best practice in environmental, ethical and sustainable fishing. 
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1. Standard Shoal Identification.  

 
Pelagic fishing vessels shall take all reasonable precautions to ensure that their 
fishing activity is only directed towards stocks of the species for which they intend to 
catch and for which they have the necessary licenses and entitlements. 
 
Acoustic Detection  
The Scottish pelagic fleet has heavily invested in highly sophisticated electronic fish 
finding and sounding equipment.  
 
Significant technological advances in this field have been made, and all SPSG vessels 
are now equipped with highly advanced fish detection equipment.   The vessel 
skipper/master can now establish what species is being seen on echo sounders by 
using multiple frequency scans. Importantly, this equipment also enables fish size 
within shoals to be accurately assessed.   
 

 
 

Fig. 1.0: Example of mackerel acoustic plot. 

 
 

SPSG vessels shall operate as standard practice, a full acoustic assessment to base 
their decision to engage fishing activity towards a mark of fish. The skipper/master 
will:   

− Obtain suitable acoustic scans of the target shoal 

− Fully analyse the scan data to ascertain and confirm the fish species and 
size range of fish in the shoal. 
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− Use findings of this assessment to decide if the shoal comprises an 
appropriate fishing target.   

 
Full use of this technology coupled with the following additional spatial and temporal 
factors will determine the decision to fish. 
 

− Known pelagic seasonal migratory routes and patterns  

− The time of year and geographical position 

− The historical experience of the skipper/master of the vessel. 

− Real-time communications with other vessels fishing in the vicinity. 

− Using any other appropriate sampling techniques  

 
 
SPSG vessels will ensure that: 
 

− Fishing gear will only be deployed if there is a high level of confidence that 
the acoustic assessment indicates a valid biological and commercial target.  

− Only appropriately trained personnel undertake acoustic assessments and 
interpret findings in making decisions to fish. 

− If a resulting haul of fish does yield small/juvenile fish or a catch of mixed 
composition every effort is made to investigate and modify the interpretation 
of assessment data to improve decision making processes. 

 
 
 

2. Communicating unsuitable catch composition. 

 
Where a catch occurs, which contains a high level of mixed species, unsuitable size 
composition or other factors which make ongoing fishing of the shoal commercially 
undesirable, vessels will communicate this to all other pelagic vessels in the vicinity.  
 
Such communication is intended to reduce the probability of a reoccurrence of this 
mortality and will contribute to an overall reduction in poor yielding catches. 
 
When an unwanted haul of this nature occurs; the skipper/master shall: 
 

1. Communicate information and relevant circumstances of the event to all 
other pelagic vessels in the vicinity. 

 
2. Communicate the event as soon as practically possible to prevent other 

vessels in the vicinity from experiencing similar adverse catches. 
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3. Lost gear and ghost gear practice and reporting 

Lost Gear Retrieval 

In the event of the loss of part or all of fishing gear; vessels will take appropriate action 
to secure the retrieval of the gear as soon as possible. 

If the gear is not retrievable: vessels will inform the UK fisheries authorities within 24 
hours of the following: 
 
• PLN and name of fishing vessel 
• type of gear lost 
• time when the gear was lost 
• position where the gear was lost 
• measures taken to retrieve the gear 
 
Lost gear should be reported using the electronic logbook.  Use the lost gear 
declaration (GLS) when submitting the daily fishing activity report (FAR). 

Alternatively, contact the UK Fisheries Monitoring Centre (UKFMC). 

Telephone: +44(0)131 271 9700 Fax: +44(0)131 244 6471 Email: UKFMC@gov.scot 

If gear was lost in another member state’s waters the UK authorities will inform their 
competent authority. 

 

Ghost Gear 

Vessel operators shall be aware of, and so far as possible adopt the Principles of Best 
Practice to prevent, mitigate and recover abandoned, lost, discarded fishing gear 
(ALDFG).   

See Annex V 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:UKFMC@gov.scot
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4. Recording interactions with Endangered, Threatened or 
Protected (ETP) species. 

The SPSG fleet will undertake to record any interactions during fishing activities and 
fishing trips with Endangered, Threatened or Protected (ETP) species.   
 
The fleet is committed to make every effort to minimise unselective fishing practice 
and minimise interactions resulting with incidental by-catch. In relation to ETP 
species, concerns have been raised in certain pelagic fisheries of interactions between 
cetaceans and fishing gear.  
 
The SPSG fleet has co-operated fully with cetacean observer programmes over many 
years with no observed incidental by-catch. As a measure of additional best practice 
however, vessels undertake to record any interactions, should they occur. 
 
For the purposes of this manual and operating code an ‘interaction’ is defined as the 
incidental capture of ETP species within the fishing gear during fishing  and also the 
sightings of animals exhibiting modified behaviour to the presence of the vessel, 
fishing gear and/or fishing activity. 
 
 
Vessels will apply this voluntary code for interactions with the following species: 
 
Whales: Humpback, Fin, Sei, Minke, Sperm, Northern Bottlenose, Killer and  
  Long-Finned Pilot. 
 
Dolphins: Risso’s, Atlantic White-Sided, White-Beaked, Common, Striped and 
   Bottlenose. 
 
Porpoises: Harbour 
 
Turtles: Leatherback, Green, Hawksbill, Loggerhead, and Kemps-Ridley. 
 
Sharks: Basking, Porbeagle, White, Spurdog, Threshers and Giant Manta 
 
Seabirds Any unintended incidental seabird by-catch will also be recorded 

 
To comply with all SPSG vessels are issued with Exceptional/Unusual Event Logs 
supplied through the Scottish Pelagic Fishermen’s Association (SPFA) for the 
recording of such interactions.  

 
To assist the fleet with the identification of these species, useful links and factsheets 
on these Endangered, Threatened or Protected species are provided in the Annexes.  
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Logging ETP Interactions: 
 
The completion and submission of such records by skippers and/or masters will be     
carried out as below using the Exceptional/Unusual Event Log sheet supplied 
through the SPFA. 
 

i)       If during the course of the fishing season, an interaction with an endangered, 
threatened or protected species occurs, this interaction should be recorded in 
the Exceptional/Unusual Event Log. 

 
ii) All vessel details, trip dates and skipper details should be completed at the 

 head of the form. 
 

iii) All such events shall be recorded and all related fields in the record sheet 
  should be completed. 

 
iv) The skipper/master should endeavour to record all details including the 

  species as accurately as possible. Where a degree of uncertainty exists, 
  comments should reflect this.  

 
v) To assist in cetacean identification; all vessels should carry a species 

   identification guide onboard.  
 

vi) At the end of the season, all interaction forms should be returned to: 
  

   Scottish Pelagic Sustainability Group 
   Heritage House,  
   135-139 Shore St,  
   Fraserburgh. AB43 9BP 
 

 
The records generated from these procedures will then be forwarded to the appropriate 
contact within the SMRU which is the recognised scientific institute responsible for 
observation, third party information gathering and collation of cetacean data for 
Scotland.  
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Annexes: Identification and classification guides 
 

 

Annex I Cetaceans 

 

The Sea Watch Foundation produces extensive information on 30 species of whale 
dolphin and porpoise which have been recorded in British and Irish waters.  

Summaries of the status of each species in England, Wales, Scotland and Northern 
Ireland can be found on their website. 

 

Detailed information on individual species can be found on the Species Fact Sheets 
including:  

Species photos 

Identification descriptors 

Dimensions 

Geographic distribution 

Habitat 

Abundance assessments 

Common behaviour  

Life history  

Conservation threats  

International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Status 

 

Access this information here: Sea Watch Foundation – Species Info & Fact Sheets 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.seawatchfoundation.org.uk/information-and-fact-sheets/
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Annex II Turtles 

The UK turtle code interactive guide can be found here: UK Turtle Code 

 

 

https://www.euroturtle.org/turtlecode/default.htm
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Annex III Elasmobranchs 
 
The Shark Trust produces a range of ID materials. These provide an extensive and 
useful online resource for the commercial fishing industry.  
 
Please see:  
 
Shark ID Guides        

 
These guides provide clear information for the identification of over 40 
different species of shark found in the NE Atlantic. 
 
 
 

 

Skate and Ray ID Guides 

These guides provide clear information for the identification of over   
20 different species of skate and ray found in the NE Atlantic. 
 
 
 
 
Fisheries Advisories 

These provide rapid and easy access to the current legislative status of 
sharks, skates and rays in UK, EU and international waters. Also included 
are guidance notes for the best practice handling and recording of these 
by-caught species. 

 

 

Annex IV Seabirds 

 
Online seabird identification guides: 
 
 RSPB Bird Identification    Birdspot Identification 
 

       

 

 

https://www.sharktrust.org/Pages/FAQs/Category/shark-id-guides
https://www.sharktrust.org/pages/FAQs/category/skate-ray-id-guides
https://www.sharktrust.org/Pages/Category/fisheries-advisories
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/bird-a-z/?history=BirdBrowseType%3D0%26Query%3D%26PreviousQuery%3D%26PreviousSelectedBrowseLetter%3D%26BrowseLetterList%255B0%255D%3DA%26BrowseLetterList%255B1%255D%3DB%26BrowseLetterList%255B2%255D%3DC%26BrowseLetterList%255B3%255D%3DD%26BrowseLetterList%255B4%255D%3DE%26BrowseLetterList%255B5%255D%3DF%26BrowseLetterList%255B6%255D%3DG%26BrowseLetterList%255B7%255D%3DH%26BrowseLetterList%255B8%255D%3DI%26BrowseLetterList%255B9%255D%3DJ%26BrowseLetterList%255B10%255D%3DK%26BrowseLetterList%255B11%255D%3DL%26BrowseLetterList%255B12%255D%3DM%26BrowseLetterList%255B13%255D%3DN%26BrowseLetterList%255B14%255D%3DO%26BrowseLetterList%255B15%255D%3DP%26BrowseLetterList%255B16%255D%3DQ%26BrowseLetterList%255B17%255D%3DR%26BrowseLetterList%255B18%255D%3DS%26BrowseLetterList%255B19%255D%3DT%26BrowseLetterList%255B20%255D%3DV%26BrowseLetterList%255B21%255D%3DW%26BrowseLetterList%255B22%255D%3DY%26Page%3D1%26PreviousBrowseTypeId%3D0%26PageSize%3D16
https://www.birdspot.co.uk/bird-identification
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Annex V  Abandoned, Lost, and Discarded Fishing Gear (ALDG) 

 

Global Ghost Gear Initiative – Principles of Best Practice for fishing vessel operators 

 

 

 

Reference:   Global Ghost Gear Initiative – Best Practice Framework for the management of fishing 
gear.  Section 4.4 Fishers and vessel operators 

  

https://www.ghostgear.org/resources
https://www.ghostgear.org/resources

